
Bio Barbara Yelin

Born in Munich in 1977 Barbara Yelin studied illustration at the University of Applied Sciences in Hamburg under 
Anke Feuchtenberger and finished her studies in 2004. She currently lives and works in Munich. Her first and sec-
ond book “Le visiteur“ and “Le Retard“ were published in France by Edition de l´An 2. She is a regular contributor 
to the woman anthology “Spring“ and published a short story in “Pomme d´amour“, which was also published in 
France by Delcourt. In 2010 Reprodukt published “Gift”, Yelins first longer comic in German language.  Her latest 
work “Irmina” deals with the life of her grandmother as a woman in Nazi Germany.  
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Gift (Poison) - 
by Peer Meter and Barbara Yelin

Taking place 1828 in Bremen, “Poison” focuses on the story and criminal case 
of middle class woman Gesche Margarethe Gottfried, who was found guilty of 
murdering 15 people including her family. Not only did her horrible crime hold 
the whole city in shock but the terrible news also reached other European coun-
tries and Overseas. Next to victimizing her children, parents, husband, friends 
and neighbors, she also attempted to poison 19 more people. After a three year 
trail, Gesche Margarethe Gottfried was found guilty and decapitated in front of 
35,000 spectators. 

The main theme of the book is the suppression of women in a male dominated 
society and the women´s forlorn struggle for equal rights. The main character is 
a female writer coming to Bremen the day before the execution to do research 
for a travelogue about the city of Bremen. From her arrival she is struck by an 
atmosphere of distrust, suspiciousness and humiliation. 

200 pages,black and white, 18 x 26 cm

Rights sold to France, Spain, Sweden, Netherlands
All other rights available
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Irmina - 
by Barbara Yelin

In the graphic novel „Irmina“, Barbara Yelin captures the life of her grandmother, 
Irmina, between 1934 and the 1980s.
Irmina is a positive and adventurous young German woman from humble homes, 
who makes her way to London to start a career working as a foreign language 
secretary. At a soiree she meets Howard, one of the first black students in Ox-
ford. A love affair between two outsiders is sparked. Despite her rather uncritical 
stance on Nazism, Irmina never doubts her love to Howard and defends him if 
need be. She grows to be open-minded and socio-politically active.

But in 1935, when Hitler makes it impossible for her to receive her parents’ finan-
cial support, she returns to Germany.
Back in Berlin she works as a translator in the war ministry and is promised to 
be transferred to London before long . As it becomes apparent that the transfer 
will never occur and her letters to Howard are being sent back to her unopened, 
she decides to marry Georg, a Nazi supporter who causes another turn of the 
protagonist‘s character. She turns into a blind follower…

Based on true facts, Yelin shows the inner conflict and contradictions of her grand-
mother‘s character. Independent thought vs. thoughtless following, how is that 
reconcilable in one personality? What causes this turn of a mindset?

„Irmina“ is about asking the question of guilt, appropriately and precisely. The 
answer lies in the eyes of the reader.

„The family history is the base, but it became a novel about a private and politi-
cal fate: Barbara Yelin’s comic ‚Irmina’ is a masterpiece.“
(Andreas Platthaus, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung)

„Irmina is not only a graphic novel about an extraordinary, inconvenient topic 
but also about a strong woman written by one of the most importat comic artists 
of her generation“
(Thomas von Steinaecker, Süddeutsche Zeitung)

288 pages, colour, 20 x 23,5  cm

Rights sold to France
vAll other rights available
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