
Bio Arne Bellstorf

Born in 1979 Arne Bellstorf first published in magazines and anthologies like “Moga Mobo“, “Strapazin“ and 
“Panik Elektro“. For the self-published “The Scorpions” he illustrated three songs by the infamous German band. 
His first graphic novel “Acht, Neun, Zehn“, done as his diploma, was published by Reprodukt in 2005, the same 
year he was also rewarded with the “Sondermann“ as “Best Newcomer” at Frankfurt Book Fair. He also edits 
“Orang” together with Sascha Hommer. He published short comics in several German newspapers, such as “Ta-
gesspiegel” or “Berliner Zeitung”. In 2010 Reprodukt released his graphic novel “Baby´s in Black- The Story of 
Astrid Kirchherr and Stuart Sutcliffe”.
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Acht, Neun, Zehn (Eight, Nine, Ten)
Christoph Bachmann has to repeat tenth grade. Summer has almost faded away 
and the first day of school is coming closer. The last few weeks of summer break, 
spent with his divorced mother, lapse into dreadful dullness. However, an abrupt 
change seems to head his way as he unexpectedly meets a girl. Their first en-
counter at least appears promising, finally bringing excitement into his life. 
“Eight, Nine, Ten” is a coming-of-age story about growing up in the suburbs, first 
love, and also first disappointments.

It was awarded by the ICOM as “Best Independent Comic“ in Germany in 
2006.

The way Bellstorf makes this literarily grey world we all know -- and because of 
that often overlook -- visible without any sort of bombshell effect, is exactly what 
has turned “Eight, Nine, Ten” into such a great little comic book.  
Thomas von Steinaecker, textem.de

Certain looks, certain gestures, or awkward silence tell more about the inner life 
of his characters than some page long monolog or dialog. Disturbingness, rest-
lessness, and anxiety rise here from peace and quietness, making his stories – no 
matter how long or short they are — unbelievably  powerful. 
Stefan Pannor, Spiegel Online

96 pages, black and white, 23 x 16 cm 

Published in Italy, Poland and South-Korea 
All other rights available



Baby´s in Black – 
The Story of Astrid Kirchherr and Stuart Sutcliffe
No one had heard of the Beatles before as the band, then with Stuart Sutcliffe 
on bass, played their first gigs in Hamburg in 1960. During that time, the Beatles 
meet and befriend German photographer assistant Astrid Kirchherr, 
introducing the band to fellow Hamburg art school students and with that to a 
existentialist lifestyle, including what comes to be known as the famous Beatles 
haircut. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrid_Kirchherr) 

Astrid Kirchherr also takes the first professional photos of them. When the Beatles 
have to leave Germany at the end of that year, Stuart Sutcliffe stays with Astrid. 
The two had fallen in love with each other and even got engaged later.

As the band returns to Hamburg the following year, Stuart finally chooses art 
school over being with the Beatles. One year passes and the now famous band 
comes back to Hamburg to headline the opening of the Star Club as Astrid 
Kirchherr has to tell them about Stuart Sutcliffe´s passing at the age of 21 due to 
brain haemorrhage. 

“Oh dear, what can I do, baby’s in black and I’m feeling blue. Tell me, oh, what 
can I do? She thinks of him, and so she dresses in black. And though he’ll never 
come back, she’s dressed in black“, as the Beatles will sing later on in their song 
“Baby’s in Black“. 

A homage to Astrid Kirchherr, a requiem for Stuart Sutcliffe the former bass 
player of the band and a memory of their starting days in Hamburg. Astrid Kirch-
herr has been involved in the book as a co-author. 

216 pages, black & white, 23 x 16 cm 
Production blog: www.babysinblack.de

Rights sold to USA, Poland, UK, Spain, France, Italy, Denmark, Finland, Nether-
lands, Iceland, Japan, China, Brazil, Serbia, Korea
All other rights available 
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